Nov. 26. 2008 9:26AM 



No. 1653 P. 60 



RECEIVED 

07/27/2087 IB: 59 OBIIVtM. WOC CENTER PAGE B4/B6 

JUL 2 7 2007 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Application of: Scon T Clifford etal ) 

) Group Ait Unit: 1734 

Scjd^No,;l<y691,763 ) 

) Examiner G. Koch 

Filed; October 23, 3003 ) 

) Attorney Docket 132815-7 
Ecu: Modular Painting Apparatus ) flbjpgTlY 



Commissioner for Polenta 
P.O.Box H50 
Ateandria, VA 22313-1450 

DECLARATION OF MARTIN P. SOLA UNDER 37 CTR U32 

HbcarablcSii; 

Martin D, Roia declares as follows: 

1. 1 received a Bachelor of Science degree in Electrical Engineering in 1990 torn the 
University of Michigan and a Masters of Electrical Engineering in 1992 &°rn Stanford 

Urjivejsity 

2. ftoxu 1997 to date, 1 have- been enoployed by Fanuc Robotics America, Irux, Rocheatcj 
Hills, Michigan* assignee of rhc above application. My present position is Director of 
En^necimg, Paintshop Automadoa Group. 

a, I have reviewed the declaration document, dated lufy 17, 2007 of Scott Clifford and 
Paul Copiott. brvemew of the above identified patent application, 

4. I can attest to the maiiet impact this rjoachica has bad to the intimity and in the 
unique benefits it brings to an end user. 

5. The P-500 has been the moat successful new painting product introduced by FANUC 
Robotics America. 

6. Previous to the P-500 product; FANUC received very few sales in moving-Unc 
exterior bell system* . 

7. In genex3l> most customers old not find significant value in the robotic systems 
(whether provided by FANUC or other companies) offered at that time compared to other 
technologies such as beD machines. 
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S. Since its introduction, mnay cu&Ofnen including Genera] Motors, Ford. Otayiler, and 
Subaru have recognized the uniqw benefits of the P-50D system and have $tan4awfiBed on it fen 
their joe^ paint shops in North America. 

9. Customers have stated thai the P-500 is en excellent product for c*t«k>r painting and 
is anjqo© in its siCOplirity of design that provides simpler use and its kinematics deilgn which 
provide* aamllcr paint shops. 

10. Our market shaie in this segment 1$ estimated to have increased six-fold since the P- 
500 into)do^on and FANUC Roboto 

share exceeding 65%, 

1 1 . Painting supplier* have acOcxowXcdged the overall performance of the P-500 system as 
being ertcelleht in W Of rapid production launches and overall process stability, 

12. The P-500 has been an "industry changing** product to a greater extent than any other 
painting product introduced by FANUC Robotics America. 

13. Papers Bud presentations that I have TOitten describing nW the P-500 has incoduced 
a '3*ew Phase" in Robotic Painting have been reviewed, acknowledged, and accepted by the 
professional review committees of conferences in both ihe tfoiied Slates and Europe and also by 
a top magazine in the industry. 

J4. Since the introduction of the P-5C0, several of our competitors have actejnpted to 
introduce products imitating its perfonn&Ace beaefits. 

1$. I havo over fifteen years of experience in robot system design and programming and 
currently oversee the group in my division responsible tor these areas . 

1 6. There have been a very latge number of cases where my engineering group has u sed 
the unique kinematics design of the P-500 to provide painting systems that require significantly 
less area than that required by Other lobotic solution* or bell noachines. 

17, In many cases, the reduction in area made a significant positive impact on die 
customer's decision m purchasing the P-500. 

18- 1 have also observed a significant improvement in the time required to install and 
op timize systems with the P-500 compared to other robotic solutions and attribute a large part Of 
this to the ease of use achieved with the P-500 design. 
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19. T further declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge we true 
and that all statements made on icfbnnsiion end beHef are believed to bo true; mid fanner that 
these statements were made with the knowledge that wUHul false statements and the like so made 
ace pcmshahlB by fine or impri90nni«t r or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of ih© United 
Stales Code, and that such willful falsa atat&menla may Jeopardize the Validity of the above- 
referenced application or any patent issuing their on- 

MAHTINTVUOIA 
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(x) Related Proceedings Appendix: 
None. 
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